64                              SECRETS OF JAPAN
The Japanese ideal of the woman s life is exactly the same as
ordained by Manu, the Hindu law giver
Ideals Not Wrong
It is true that women in the Oriental countries are not generally
granted equal rights and in several cases injustice is done them by
selfish and ignorant husbands, but this does not mean that the ancient
ideals are wrong
In ancient times and even in recent times, there are glowing ex
amples in the history of India and Japan, which show that women
had equal rights with men    They were not only scholars, philoso
phers, poets, artists and warriors, but ably ruled their countries for
decades
A Few Examples
Who in India does not know the names of Maharani Holkar, Rani
of Jhansi, Nurjehan and Razia Begum The Hindu history is full
of stories of brave warrior women of different parts of India Space
does not allow any detailed mention of such brave and noble
daughters of India
Similarly, Japan too accorded very high place to women in the
ancient days Several women ruled as Empresses of Japan Em
press Jingo, according to Japanese history, led armies to conquer
Korea There have been ten officially recognized Empresses of Japan,,
although since 1889 law prohibited women to ascend the Throne
any more
Of the eight rulers of the brilliant Nara period four were women,,
one of whom, the Empress Koken, ruled with a high hand In an-
cient days men and women were almost equally educated and stood
on terms of perfect social equality in India as well as in Japan and
it was in the mediaeval ages that men became greedy and began to*
misuse women s spirit of sacrifice and devotion to men But the